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Holy Communion 

 
THE FIRST HYMN THERE’S A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS  

 
There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, 

A call from the ways untrod: 
Prepare in the desert a highway, 

A highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, 
The lofty hills brought low; 

Make straight all the crooked places, 
Where the Lord our God may go! 

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, 
Get thee up to the heights and sing! 

Proclaim to a desolate people 
The coming of their king. 

Like the flowers of the field they perish, 
The works of men decay, 

The power and pomp of nations 
Shall pass like a dream away. 

But the word of our God endureth, 
The arm of the Lord is strong; 

He stands in the midst of nations, 
And He will right the wrong. 

He shall feed His flock like a shepherd, 
And fold the lambs to His breast; 

In pastures of peace He’ll lead them, 
And give to the weary rest. 

 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 The Collect of Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you              
no secrets are hidden: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration             
of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify             
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ said: Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord and                
you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and                 
with all your mind, and with all your strength. This is the first and great               
commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as             
yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
Lord, have mercy upon us, and write both these your laws in our hearts, we 

ask you. 
The Lord be with you And also with you 

 
Let us pray: 

The Collect for Nativity of St John the Baptist 
Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was           
wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the way of your Son our Savior by              
preaching repentance: Make us so to follow his teaching and holy life, that we              
may truly repent according to his preaching; and, following his example,           
constantly speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth's             
sake; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you              
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and            
proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been               
paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. A               
voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make              
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up,               
every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the             
rugged places a plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people                
will see it together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry                
out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All people are like grass, and all their                
faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. The grass withers and the flowers              
fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely the people are grass.               
The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures              
forever.” You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You               
who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do                 
not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Sovereign                
Lord comes with power, and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is with                
him, and his recompense accompanies him. He tends his flock like a shepherd:             
He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently                
leads those that have young. 
 
 The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 85 
1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, * 
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 
and blotted out all their sins. 

3 You have withdrawn all your fury * 
and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation. 

4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; * 
let your anger depart from us. 

5 Will you be displeased with us forever? * 
will you prolong your anger from age to age? 

6 Will you not give us life again, * 
that your people may rejoice in you? 

7 Show us your mercy, O Lord, * 
and grant us your salvation. 

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, * 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to him. 
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, * 

and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 
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The Second Reading:  St. Luke 1:57-80  
When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. Her                 
neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they              
shared her joy. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were                
going to name him after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, “No!                
He is to be called John.” 
They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.” Then                
they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. He                  
asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is              
John.” Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to              
speak, praising God. All the neighbours were filled with awe, and throughout the hill             
country of Judea people were talking about all these things. Everyone who heard this              
wondered about it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand                
was with him. 
His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:  
“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people and                 
redeemed them. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant                  
David (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from our enemies               
and from the hand of all who hate us to show mercy to our ancestors and to remember                  
his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the                
hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and                
righteousness before him all our days. And you, my child, will be called a prophet of                
the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give                   
his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because             
of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven                  
to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into                  
the path of peace.” 
And the child grew and became strong in spirit and he lived in the wilderness until he                 
appeared publicly to Israel. 
 
The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God 
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THE GOSPEL HYMN #336 JESUS I COME 

We sing v.1–2 before the Gospel reading and v.3–4 afterwards 
1 Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, 

Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light, 

Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of my sickness into Thy health, 

Out of my want and into Thy wealth, 
Out of my sin and into Thyself, 

Jesus, I come to Thee. 

2 Out of my shameful failure and loss, 
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 

Into the glorious gain of Thy cross, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 

Out of earth's sorrows into Thy balm, 
Out of life's storms and into Thy calm, 

Out of distress to jubilant psalm, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 

The Holy Gospel: St. Luke 3:1-22 Glory to you, Lord Christ 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was             
governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea             
and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— during the high-priesthood          
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the                
wilderness. He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism             
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the                
words of Isaiah the prophet: 
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“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. Every valley shall be filled in, 

    every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight, 
    the rough ways smooth. And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of               
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in             
keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have             
Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up                 
children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree                
that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
“What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 
John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has              
none, and anyone who has food should do the same.” 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should            
we do?” 
“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 
Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 
He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content           
with your pay.” 
The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if             
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you             
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose                
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and                
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather                
the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”               
And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good             
news to them. 
But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to Herodias,             
his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, Herod added this to                
them all: He locked John up in prison. 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was               
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily             
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I                
love; with you I am well pleased.” 
The Gospel of the Lord    Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
THE GOSPEL HYMN #336 JESUS I COME 

3 Out of unrest and arrogant pride, 
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 

Into Thy blessed will to abide, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 

Out of myself to dwell in Thy love, 
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Out of despair into raptures above, 
Upward for aye on wings like a dove, 

Jesus, I come to Thee. 

4 Out of the fear and dread of the tomb, 
Jesus I come, Jesus I come; 

Into the joy and light of Thy home, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 

Out of the depths of ruin untold, 
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold, 

Ever Thy glorious face to behold, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 

The Sermon      Dr. Michael Reimer  
Member of St. John’s Parish Council  

Professor of History at the American University in Cairo 
Michael Reimer is married to Marty Reimer. They have 3 children and 4 grandchildren. Mike has 

taught history at the American University in Cairo since 1990. 
 

 
A Moment for Reflection 

 
 

The Nicene Creed (please Stand) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven            

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally             

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from             
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him             
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from              
heaven by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the             
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under             
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose              
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is            
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge                
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who             
proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped             
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy             
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the          
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead , and the life              
of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Intercessory Prayers: The Prayers of the People  
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 

Lord God, who promised Zechariah a son filled with the spirit and power of              
Elijah, to prepare a people fit for the Lord: we pray for reconciliation between              
all people. 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Lord God, when Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting the baby leapt in her womb:             
may she who believed your promise be blessed among women, and may we             
proclaim with joy the good news of your Christ. 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Lord God, at John’s birth Zechariah proclaimed he would be the prophet of the              
Most High: we pray for all who preach the Good News, [especially …]. 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
Lord God, when your Son came to the Jordan and was baptized by John he saw                
the heavens open and the Spirit descending as a dove: may we who are baptized               
into your Church faithfully proclaim in the world the words of your beloved             
Son. 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Lord God, John proclaimed your Son as the Lamb of God and John’s disciples              
followed Jesus: help us to follow him also, and by our words and deeds to bring                
our families and friends closer to you. 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Lord God, who sent John to witness to the light, to be the voice of one crying in                  
the wilderness and to prepare the way of the Lord: comfort your people and              
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bring your healing to the sick and needy, to the broken-hearted and the             
oppressed, to prisoners and captives. [Especially we pray for …] 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Lord God, John preached the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins             
and suffered imprisonment and death for proclaiming your Law: we remember           
all who have died in your service, joining our prayers with John the Baptist and               
all the saints; grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom.  
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
God our Father, in your tender compassion the dawn from on high has broken              
upon us. Shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death and               
guide our feet into the way of peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.               
Amen. 

 
We pray for Sheilagh, Sarah and Madeleine; Stephanie. We pray for Samira 

and her children as they mourn their father Morris. 
We pray for all our families, our communities, our churches, our countries so 

drastically affected by this virus.  
For all those affected by the coronavirus and for all who are seeking a cure for 

this illness.  
We pray for Kate and Gerry McCann and all parents of abducted children, 

Madeleine and all schoolgirls that were abducted in Nigeria by Boko Haram 
group: that they might come back home.  

In our parish cycle, this week we remember Fayek and Nancy Khali (Dench), 
Best, Pamela, Kupah, Rujeko and Makanaka Doroh, Prince Ezenwa, Kenneth 

Fergurson, Malak Gerges, Vaiva Smite, Eris Wahba . 
We pray for all those who are known to us alone. 

We pray for the ministries of this church, and for all the people and pastors of 
our sister churches who meet here at St. John’s. 

We pray for the people of the Diocese of Egypt, for our Bishops, Mouneer and 
Samy, for Father Haynes and his family, for the Alexandria School of Theology 

and its students. 
We pray for our ministry with children and young people. 

We continue to pray for all those living in fear because of their devotion to 
Jesus Christ. 

We pray for those in need of pastoral care and love.  Those living in the 
boundaries of this parish, who do not yet know of our ministries. Those in need 

of our prayers, known to us, and those known only to God. 
(if you have someone you would like to be placed on this prayer list, please let 
Pamela in the Parish office know. Names are taken off this list at the beginning 

of each month, unless asked to remain) 
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The Confession 

And now, Let us confess our sins against God and against our neighbour. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,             
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.               
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our              
neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the             
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we               
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.                
Amen 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised            
forgiveness of sins to all those who with heartfelt repentance and true faith turn              
to him: have mercy on you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins , confirm               
and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life, through             
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

And also with you. 
 

Offertory Sentence: Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good 
thy vows unto the Most High (Psalm 50:14) 

 
THE OFFERTORY HYMN   I CANNOT TELL 

I cannot tell why He, whom angels worship, 
Should set His Love upon the sons of men, 

Or why, as Shepherd, He should seek the wanderers, 
To bring them back, they know not how or when. 

But this I know, that He was born of Mary, 
When Bethl’hem’s manger was His only home, 

And that He lived at Nazareth and laboured, 
And so the Savior, Savior of the world is come. 

 
I cannot tell how silently He suffered, 

As with His peace He graced this place of tears, 
Or how His heart upon the Cross was broken, 
The crown of pain to three and thirty years. 

But this I know, He heals the broken-hearted, 
And stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear, 
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And lifts the burden from the heavy laden, 
For yet the Saviour, Saviour of the world is here. 

 
I cannot tell how He will win the nations, 
How He will claim His earthly heritage. 
How Satisfy the needs and aspirations 
Of east and west, of sinner and of sage 

But this I know, all flesh shall see His glory, 
And he shall reap the harvest He has sown, 

and some glad day His sun shall shine in splendour 
When He the Savior, Savior of the world is known 

 
I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship, 
When, at His bidding, every storm is stilled, 

Or who can say how great the jubilation 
When all the hearts of men with love are filled. 

But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture, 
And myriad, myriad human voices sing, 

And earth to heaven, heaven to earth, will answer: 
At last the Savior, Savior of the world is King. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you And also with you 
Lift up your hearts We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God It is right to give our 
thanks and praise 

It is indeed right and good, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere              
to give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ             
your Son our Lord. Among those born of women you marked out John the              
Baptist with your special favour as the one who prepared the way before your              
Son. His birth brought great rejoicing; even in the womb he leapt for joy, so               
near was our salvation. Alone of all the prophets, John hailed the Lamb who              
takes away the sin of the world. He baptized Jesus, the author of baptism, in               
waters made holy by the one baptized. By shedding his blood he gave his last               
and greatest witness to your Son.  
And so with angels and archangels and all the heavenly host we proclaim your              
glory and join in their unending hymn of praise: 

Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts (x2) 
The whole earth is full of his glory (x3) 

Holy is the Lord! 
BLESSED is he who comes in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 

12 



Blessing and glory and thanksgiving be unto you Almighty God, our heavenly            
Father, who of your tender mercy gave your only Son Jesus Christ to take our               
nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption; who              
made there by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and              
sufficient sacrifice, self-offering and full satisfaction for the sins of the whole            
world; and did institute and his holy Gospels command us to continue, a             
perpetual memorial of that his precious death, until his coming again. 
Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly ask you; and grant that we              
receiving these your creatures of bread and wine, according to your Son our             
Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and           
passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood; who, in the              
same night that he was betrayed, took Bread; and, when he had given thanks, he               
broke it; and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is my Body which is                 
given for you: Do this in remembrance of me. Likewise, after supper he took the               
Cup; and, when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink all, of                
this; for this is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for                 
many for the remission of sins: Do this, as often as you shall drink it, in                
remembrance of me. 
 
 
 
 
 
Wherefore, O Lord of heaven and earth, we your humble servants, with all             
your holy Church, remembering the precious death of your beloved Son,           
his mighty resurrection, and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming           
again in glory, do make before you, in this sacrament of the Holy Bread of               
eternal life and the Cup of everlasting salvation, the memorial which he has             
commanded; And we entirely desire your fatherly goodness mercifully to          
accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, most humbly asking           
you to grant, that by the merits and death of your Son Jesus Christ, and               
through faith in his blood, we and all your whole Church may obtain             
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion; And we pray              
that by the power of your Holy Spirit, all we who are partakers of this holy                
Communion may be fulfilled with your grace and heavenly benediction;          
through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom and in whom, in the unity of the               
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be unto you, O Father Almighty, world             
without end.  

Amen. 
 

A moment of silence…. 
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And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;             
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily                 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass            
against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For              
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
O Lamb of God, who takest away the sin of the world: Have mercy upon us 

(repeat). 
O Lamb of God, who takest away the sin of the world:  Grant us thy peace. 

Holy Communion 
 

during Communion:  MEDITATIVE MUSIC 

The Post-Communion Prayer 
Merciful Lord, whose prophet John the Baptist proclaimed your Son as the            
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world: grant that we who in this                 
sacrament have known your forgiveness and your life-giving love may ever tell            
of your mercy and your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
ALMIGHTY and ever-living God we thank you for  feeding us with                     
the Spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son                         
our Saviour Jesus Christ; and for assuring us, in these holy mysteries;                        
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your                             
eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do                               
to love and serve You as a faithful witness of Christ our Lord. To Him,                             
You, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and forever.                           
Amen.                                                                         
 

The Final Blessing 
May our Father, who has through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 

given us the victory, give you joy and peace in your faith, and the courage and 
desire to share that joy with others. And may the peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, be upon you, and the blessing of God, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Ghost be upon you and all those for whom you have prayed, both this 

day and always. Amen 
 

The Announcements 
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THE RECESSIONAL HYMN #51 GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH 

1 Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak but Thou art mighty; 

Hold me with Thy pow'rful hand; 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

2 Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through; 

Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Bear me thro' the swelling current, 
Land me safe on Canaan's side; 

Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
 
 

The Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Triune Lord.  

Thanks be to God! 
 

********************************** 
 
You are very welcome here! We would love you to grow with us as 
we explore what it means to become followers of Jesus Christ –  

and as we learn to really live in this world! 
If there is anything we can offer or do for you, please do speak to 

one of us. 
If you have a favourite hymn, or praise song – do tell us! 
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A Virtual Coffee Hour will follow the service, beginning at 11:30 am 
Cairo Time. If you would like to join us follow this link: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81783210621?pwd=NmhxaUtRSm04Ui9XRVpWUDZzT1RRUT09 

 
 

Over the next few weeks we would like to share some of the stories of some of 
our parish family, as we have been negotiating these difficult times. Here are 

some reflections from one of our members: 
Farid Fadel (our music director) 
The Lord has been faithful to us indeed. His mercies endure forever and His              
loving kindness to all generations. When I think of the past few months, I stand               
in awe of God's wisdom in turning something terrible such as a pandemic into a               
blessing in disguise in many ways. Like many people I started to think about             
many aspects of life and living; examining priorities, rethinking plans , testing            
my faith in the face of the unknown. In a way, I could see a great potential in                  
the pandemic crisis that was not well formed yet quite real and possible.  

It taught me to rely on my Savior's strength more. The Holy Spirit seemed               
more real than ever before; comforting, guiding and strengthening when my          
energy fades away. One morning I developed an eye symptom that could be             
serious. I was frightened ( I know what I am talking about , I am an                
Ophthalmologist ) . . . Without delay I put myself in the loving hands of God                
and He took care of the matter and gave miraculous immediate healing. Praise             
the Lord.  
 Life was very different with the "Stay at Home " moto hovering over our heads,                
nevertheless, God kept opening all sorts of doors, right and left . To name but               
a few , the live streaming Friday morning service, the many still life and flower               
paintings that I was able to do, my visits to a local green house by the Nile, a                  
few long walks with my friend ex Ambassador of Germany to Egypt, painting at              

16 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81783210621?pwd=NmhxaUtRSm04Ui9XRVpWUDZzT1RRUT09


a private garden of a friend, communicating regularly with family and friends,             
the few commissioned portraits successfully achieved in a relatively short time.            
. . etc , etc . 
  One particular service that blessed me greatly was last Wednesday. Bishop            
Mouneer and myself recorded a service together in English at All Saints            
Cathedral in Zamalek. It was such a beautiful time.  
 I cannot count all my blessings but I just want to say a big Thank You to God                   
for guiding me through this rough time. 

 

St John the Baptist Announcements – Friday, June 26th  2020 

Today, Friday 26th June - Today is Nativity of St John the Baptist 
 

Bless you in this time of crisis. 
 

Please pray for us, and for yourself, that we offer one another the Hope 
that is ours in Jesus Christ our Lord 

 

Emergency Food Packages 
If you or someone you know of from our St. John’s Congregational family are              
in need during this difficult time of isolation and shut down please contact Fr.              
Haynes (fr.hqhubbard@gmail.com), Pamela Doroh (stjohnscairo@gmail.com)     
or Joyce Lee (sylee8869@yahoo.com). St. John’s is establishing a small          
emergency foodbank, with packages for a limited number of people but which            
can be given to those in need during this time. Do get in touch if you or another                  
is in need.  

If you would like to support this outreach that would be a welcome 
donation indeed. Please mark your offering as ‘Foodbank Offering’ and it 

will go to that ministry. Thank you. 
 

A time of Prayer – for the world, and for one another… 
Each Monday evening (beginning this Monday 8 June) at 7 pm you 
would be welcome to join in a time for prayer for the needs of this 

world, which sometimes seem to be so many as to be overwhelming. 
This will be offered via zoom. Do know how welcome you will be. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81799457725?pwd=WnZNV3MyQ0FSa01SWThjNGpUTncvQT09 

 
WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Please know how St. John’s is dependent upon you and your offering and 
tithe to the church to continue. Our givings are substantially down because 
we have not been meeting together for worship. We need your support in 
order to continue to offer the ministry we believe we are called to offer. 
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Please, if you are able, give generously to this, your church community. 
Either through the following: 

Donations/Offerings/Tithing:  These can be come through internet transfers 
to the following accounts: 

1.St John Baptist Church, CIB Bank, USD Account No. 100009813057 
2.St John Baptist Church, CIB Bank, EGP Account No. 100018260427 

3.Friends of St John the Baptist Anglican Church of Cairo, Wells Fargo 
(USA), Account No. 5692550535 

Or by contacting our Parish Administrator Pamela Doroh 
(stjohnscairo@gmail.com) and she will arrange for someone to pick up your 
donation from your home, or you can drop it off at the church. Thank you, 

and please do give as you are able. 
 

Rector and Senior Priest: 
Fr. Haynes Q. Hubbard   fr.hqhubbard@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest, English congregation: 
The Rev’d Mrs. Sharon Chalcraft mrschalc@gmail.com 

Associate Priest, Egyptian Congregation: 
The Rev’d Canon Hamd Daoud Sekdi  pastorhandy@yahoo.com 

Associate Priest, Sudanese Congregation: 
The Rev’d Mr. Emmanuel Sapana emmasapana@yahoo.co.uk 

Administrator/Church Secretary: 
Pamela Doroh stjohnscairo@gmail.com 

Property Manager: 
Pastor Kingsley Akamagwuna kingskemi@gmail.com 

People’s Warden: 
Mary Lai bam@swissmail.org 

Rector’s Warden: 
Rita Nicolas rita.nicolas@ymail.com 

Phone Contacts:  Church Office 02 2378 5562 
                                                                            Church Flat      223597398 
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